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Critical leehcs 


by jen mcnaughton 

Several students at Redeemer Col- 
lege have concerns with changes made 
to the school in the name of progress. 
The acquisition of power to grant BAs 
has made an indelible mark on our 
school's identity, and has considerable 
implications for the Redeemer commu- 
nity. Changes in school policy and pro- 
cedure are inevitable; in order to make 
these changes positive, there is a criti- 
cal need for campus-wide communica- 
tion and dialogue. 

One of the hottest issues being dis- 
cussed is that of housing. Due to a size- 
able projection of first year enrollment, 
twenty nine out of forty two student 
dorms will be used as first year dorms, 
with the remaining thirteen units re- 
served for second year students. This 
has caused a problem for many third and 
fourth year students who were anticipat- 
ing living in an H.A. dorm. 

Mike DeJonge is one of the many 
students looking for a place to live next 
year. For the past three years he has 
enjoyed the social, emotional, and spiri- 
tual growth that comes with living in 
dorms, and was counting on living on 
campus next year as well. However, he 
received word about a month ago that 
Redeemer would not be able to accom- 
modate him on campus. “The news, 
coming with five weeks left of school, 
has caused a lot of unnecessary tension 
in the dorm,” Mike says. He admits that 
it is necessary to meet the needs of first 
years, “but what about third and fourth 
years?” 

One of the more specific problems 
related to off-campus housing is that of 
transportation. In the effort to help pro- 


_| vide transportation for those forced to 


move off campus, the Student Life De- 
partment has drafted a shuttle bus route 
to pick up and drop off those students 
without a car. While definitely a step in 
the right direction, it can not necessarily 
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by al bick 
Where is the Redeemer college that 


;we all know, and love, going? This is 


‘probably one of the hardest questions 
anyone could probably ask. “Where do 
you see yourself in five years” should 
be banned from the vocabulary of guid- 
ance counselors everywhere. But it still 
needs to be asked and so, where do | 
see Redeemer College in five years? 
This question has two rapid, knee-jerk 
responses. 

First, there’s utopia. The student 
population gradually increases to the 
point where the general population has 
heard about us and road signs are 
prominently placed around town to guid 
visitors here. Professors are added to 
every department. Dorms are built to 
house the entire Redeemer population 
and are 100% draft free. The art pro- 
gram is blessed with abundant funds and 
the hockey team is not at the bottom of 
the league in penalty minutes. Tulips 
spontaneously bloom in the front yard 
and the birds sing. 

Nice. 

And there’s dystopia. The building 
falls apart due to structural problems. 
Administration throws together patch- 
work fixes, ignores the student popula- 
tion ideas, needs, and wants, and elimi- 
nates the art department altogether. 
Professors are asked to tape their lec- 
tures and then fired. TV's, VCR's and 
minimum wage teachers assistants take 
their place. Emphasis is placed on find- 
ing well paying jobs upon graduation, 
and liberal arts education falls on the 
wayside like so much roadkill. The 
dorms fall down: no one notices. Crab- 
grass takes over the lawn and the birds 
migrate to someplace nice, like Siberia, 
the real one. 

Not so nice. 

So where does reality play into all 
of this. It's sad to say, but it incorpo- 
rates a little of both. The college has 
done an incredible job of attracting new 
students. The dorms are going to be 
filled to capacity. New faces and ideas 
will be everywhere. But at cost. Re- 
member the days when senior students 
were “bribed” to stay on campus be- 
cause empty dorms look bad and are 
expensive. It also provided a nice mix 
of students: old students to show the 


rent year, new Bilton: new issues.. 
_ We are looking towards a very full year. crown will continue to report 
the events and issues that matter to Redeemer students. 


new ones around, new ones to throw 
the old ones out of any comfortable 
ruts they may have fallen into. Now 
the third and fourth years have been 
handed eviction notices and been in- 
vited to look for off campus housing 
So much for community 

Dream of expansionism is in the 
air. Everybody debates the possibili- 
ties of how and where to expand 
Eyes have been turned towards Si- 
beria and visions of dorms and class- 
rooms have floated in our minds. The 
quiet study room has been made into 
a classroom to fulfill the requirements 
for more and larger classrooms. 
Wasn't a selling point of Redeemer 
for you the really small sizes of 
classes? 

So where does this take us? 
From this student's point of view, the 
university will become larger, much 
larger. Not so big as McMaster, but 
big enough. Too big? This distance 
between students, faculty, and admin 
istration will increase. Protest and sit- 
ins could be our future when groups 
such as the patient theatre majors find 
their small theatre spaces increas- 
ingly double-booked. Or even the 
phys-ed department when they find 
that the gym is now permanently 
booked out to groups such as small 
tykes lacrosse or big hopes baseball 
league. The day when emergency 
phones are strategically placed 
around campus, when security cam- 
eras are installed, when serious at- 
tention is given to security by the ad- 
ministration because a student was 
attacked is not the day | want to see. 

Redeemer is going to grow. This 
| consider undeniable. But we have 
to be careful of what it grows into. We 
could easily become a secular univer- 
sity or a liberal arts bible college. This 
growth is not going to come easily. 
The dreams of the administration are 
not necessarily those of the stu- 
dents, the faculty, alumni, or other 
supporters. It's safe to say these 
goals probably clash, where tow or 
more of these factions goals are so 
contrary that one is bound to be dis- 
illusioned and maybe lead to the de- 
parture of some part of the Re- 
deemer community. 
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bye bye, so long, farewell 


This is the last crown for the 98/ 
99 school year. Now is the official mo- 
ment where | am called (by the scary 
voices in my head) to stop and look back 
on the student publication that | had the 
honour of having a hand in. What did 
we do this year? Was it worth it? 

At the beginning of the year, Brent 
and | came up with a mission: “to en- 
sure that crown is the voice of Re- 
deemer College. We want the reader- 
ship to include all students, faculty, and 
staff, and even alumni and the support- 
ing community... crown [is] our paper!” 
And we were given an incredible amount 
of encouragement. This year boasts the 
largest crown writing staff in Redeemer 
College's history; an enormous thank 
you to all of those who contributed. In 
our humble attempt to ensure that all 
voices were heard, Brent and | garnered 
articles from the sciences, arts, sports, 
from the technological wizards that keep 
our computer screens aglow, from offi- 
cial representatives and semi-leftists, 
and enamoured supporters of Re- 
deemer College. 

True, not everyone liked what we 
printed all the time. But that is sort of 


completion 


“We have reached the end of an- 
other year.” 

Once again, this well-worn cliche 
bounces from student to staff to faculty 


as we head for the end of April, the end . 


of a semester, the end of exams, and 
the end of the next chapter in our “uni- 
versity album.” Some people are “wind- 
ing up” as their papers and final assign- 
ments are due; still others are slowing 
down, the tests and essays completed, 
looking forward to summer and a return 
to relative sanity. 

And what a year! When | think back 
to a Redeemer College that looked 
ahead to the summer of 1998, | remem- 
ber our institution having a far different 
face than the one we presently see. 
1998-99 has been a year of maturation; 
we have seen changes, trials, victories, 
and successes that few Redeemer pio- 
neers could possibly have imagined. 
And now, some feel, we students can 
rest a while before getting ready for an- 
other eventful year, one in which the 
Redeemer community will see many 
things, including the change of our mil- 
lennium 

| think it would be great to be able to 
have a period of completion so we can 
fully comprehend what we've accom- 
plished. More and more, however, | find 
my life having fewer “ends” than 
“bridges.” | cannot recall the last time | 
was able to step back after the comple- 
tion of a project and enjoy a lull, how- 
ever brief. The truth is, | am never fully 
inert--| am always anticipating, anticipat- 
ing, anticipating. In this way, my antici- 
pation or planning links different parti- 
tions of my day-to-day existence. In 
mathematical terms, my personal state 
never returns to “zero;” | am_constantly 
caught away from the-junction of the 
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the point, isn't it? crown, as an official 
publication of Redeemer College, was 
duty-bound to cover all newsworthy top- 
ics that pertained to our school. When 
the wiring of the campus was behind 
schedule, or tuition hikes were being 
questioned, or aspects of the school 
seemed not to get the recognition or 
funding they deserved, we were there. 
Despite being occasionally accused of 
going for the juicy stuff, it was never a 
personal dig. crown is often the me- 
dium that first makes students aware of 
certain information, whether it be fund- 
ing (or lack thereof) or new administra- 
tion agendas. And information is inte- 
gral to an full, educated voice. Joyous 
aspects also found their place, of course: 
sports victories and enlightening art 
shows, open forums to allow for public 
opinion, and the official degree status 
that we were recently blessed with. Re- 
deemer College teems with talent and 
enthusiasm, and everyone needs to see 
itin its splendour. A newsworthy year, 
to be sure. 

And now our work is finished. | hope 
we have accomplished our goal. | hope 
that all of you have considered crown a 


axes, leaping from point to point in the 
dimension that is “me.” 

| know | do not stand alone when | 
make this observation; indeed, who can- 
not relate to the absolute joy of a com- 
pleted assignment tempered by the im- 
mediate undertaking of another? When 
we finish our last exam, do we not in- 
stantly begin planning and anticipating 
the near future with trivial details like 
treating ourselves to a well-deserved 
seventy-two hour sleep? 

Completion is illusory. The chal- 
lenge is to pace those undulating events 
and translate them into a healthy, 
evenly-spaced existence where every 
action, thought, feeling, or intent is main- 
tained with a sense of equilibrium. Aside 
from our faith, that balance could be re- 
garded, in fact, as our primary motiva- 
tor for living or feeling the way we do. It 
is the factor that keeps us “sharp”; it is 
the element of being “human” that cre- 
ates a biological desire to look ahead 
and be alert. 

Our mandate to spread the good 
news we've been given is enlivened by 
this same process, and we use it to plan 
our individual and collective mission. 


articles: 


secular tastes? 
2. Christian dress code: is not 
Yes, but also, is it what is | 


- Therefore, to main- 


| would like to eae for my hjarsh words in my letter dated last Friday. 
There was no reason to use the words that | used. But! do not agree with Joe 
Haveman’s articles as of late, |, do not like reading about the government, punk 
concerts, etc. in the crown. What! would like to see egardiog these toplcsiare 


1, Christian rock: true praise to G odc or accommodating biblical concepts a0, 


hat is inside the heart what matter most? 
the faclatey pyiards?: ws SE 


readable, inter- 
esting, thought- 
provoking publication. Friends and... 
not-friends often joke with me that I have 
had an official “finger on the pulse of Re- 
deemer," There is sort of a truth to that. 
Certainly, we all have that opportunity, 


but editing your student publication puts. 


me a little closer to the heartbeat. It's a 
wonderful feeling. Next year, Al Bick and 
Ang Rietsma get to have that feeling, 
and that responsibility. It's where we all 
want to be! Redeemer students want to 
have an audible voice in the present and 
the future of their school, to be told what 
is going on, and to have the opportuni- 
ties to find what is partially hidden. But 
some of us do it officially. Then again, 
we're acommunity, aren't we? It’s ajob 
we all (should) fill. 

I'm going to miss editing. | don't 
know what I'm going to do with all my 
stuff without an office to put it in--my 
swords don't fit well in the lockers. My 
grammar will never be this good again 
(or is it, “well?”). | hope you've enjoyed 
the year as much as | have. I'll see you 
all next semester, pulling new copies of 
crown out of our mailboxes. ce 


tain that our year has “ended” goes 
against the foresight with which we're 
blessed, and denies that our lives are 
fundamentally transitional. 

This issue of crown presents differ- 
ent viewpoints about the future of Re- 
deemer College; a future, | believe, that 
is as transitional as our own. The past 
year has been a fantastically challeng- 
ing one, and we tend to view a year in 
retrospect as something that is already 
gone and has been passed to the his- 
tory books. However, to remain in sta- 
sis under the illusion of conclusion is no 
way for an exciting tool--a mission tool- 
-to embrace a future filled with poten- 
tial. Redeemer College must always be 
ready for change, challenge, and mo- 
tion. We, as students who believe in that 
mission, must anticipate Redeemer's 
direction, and actively involve ourselves 
in it. ‘ 
So, rather than contributing to a 
false sense of completion by comment- 
ing on a year gone by, maybe we could 
predict great things, beyond the exam 
we just finished writing, and say, “what 


next?” tC 
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meet an army of me." bjork — 
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needed concerning some of the is- 
sues that Mr. Havemanraised in his 
article, “the redeemer rock star.” 


_ | will not attempt to gerne my om 


right category. push cal mea 
skepticiae ih Ne 
The most: nein aspect of | 
Harris’ comment concerning Wiarton 


hie Wh 


Willie is that he treats an animal as ing to 
though it were human. Superstitious 
beliefs ina “rational” age are evenmore 


troubling. 

As a Redeemer community, we 
should not disagree with the cuts the 
Tories have made in Ontario. Modern 
society has equated the welfare state 
with natural born rights. Our ancestors 


did not have the benefit of welfare, Ul, 
or health care. The poor should be aided. 


out of Christian compassion, not secu- 
lar regulation. There is also the matter 
of simple economics. A crushing debt- 
load from paying for a bloated health 
care service only hampers the economy. 
Remove that burden and the govern- 
ment will not need to collect as much in 
taxes. Reduce taxes and the economy 
as a whole has more money to spend. 
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As for casinos. and legalized mari- 
juana, a distinction must be made, Since 
ancient times there is always: been a 
view that the physical realm is evil, and 


that the spiritual plan is holy. The Lord 
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' created a perfect world that was cor- 


rupted by sin. This corruption does not 
mean that inanimate object are suddenly 
“evil.” Marijuana is simply a plant, and 
slot machines are gaudy vending ma- 
chines. It is the intent of these objects 
that can be considered sinful. Hemp had 
been grown for centuries (for practical 
uses like rope and paper) until political 
lobbying by various chemical companies 
(such as DuPont) made it illegal. The 
issue was paper-processing, not 
“buzzes.” By pushing the product. un- 


the end of student senate 


by brenda heyink 

It is almost the end of another year 
and things are drawing to aclose. Stu- 
dent Senate Is passing on the torch to 
next year’s Senate while diligently try- 
ing to finish up all the tasks that still need 
to be done. | honestly say that | am truly 
thankful for each person on Student 
Senate and the work that he/she does; 
nis has been rewarding both in 
what we have accomplished and in the 
relationships and experiences we have 
had. At the beginning of the year, Stu- 
dent Senate set out with several goals 
in mind. First and foremost we wanted 
to serve God in our task. Second, we 
wanted to illustrate to the students what 
serving God meant. Part of that meant 
showing avery positive attitude towards 
the Administration and every other au- 
thority at Redeemer. Being examples 
also means that we have tried to be ac- 
countable for our actions to each other 
on Student Senate, even though some- 
times this has been difficult. 

Looking back, I’m sure all of you will 
remember the recent events that Stu- 
dent Senate organized, like the banquet 
and the week when everyone walked 
around with guns and hid in terror from 
each other. Yet! can still think way back 
to August, when Student Senate got to- 
gether to paint the Rec Centre and 
started planning for stuff there. Of 
course, you have noticed and tried out 
the new air hockey and foozball tables. 
We've tried to use the Rec Centre more 
this year and it seems that our efforts to 
promote the Rec Centre were success- 
ful because it is no longer our proverbial 
sinkhole and is actually some days mak- 
ing a profit (so buy some junk food for 
exams). As well as socially, Student 
Senate has tried to meet the needs of 
the students spiritually. We've kept in 
contact with the clubs and different cell 
groups and tried to ensure that they were 
running well. Those of you who went 
on the Spiritual Retreat can confirm that 
it went over really well, As well, the spiri- 
tual and service committee of Student 


crow 


Senate has gone out of its way to pro- 
vide different service activities for stu- 
dents to be involved with, whether that 
be fundraising for a downtown mission, 
helping with breakfast for youth, or hook- 
ing up with someone through 
neighbourlink. 


The two biggest things that Student 
Senate worked on this year were conti- 


nuity and dealing with all the different 
concerns that students had. Anyone on 
Student Senate can tell you that we've 
been spending a lot of extra time mak- 
ing sure that the people following us 
have something to refer to next year. It's 
not as if this year’s Student Senate has 
done things perfectly, but we've pretty 
much figured out how things are sup- 
posed to be, even if we don’t-always do 
thern that way. Besides, we figure next 
year will bring enough of its own prob- 
lems without having to figure out how 
Student Senate works yet again. 

To me, the most important thing 
about Student Senate this year was be- 
ing able to change things. We saw the 
different problems around school, spent 
extra time discussing them, and tried to 
determine what we could do about it. 
We've had open forums to address dif- 
ferent concerns and to prevent any more 
worries. We've talked about technology 
and our survey of the computer lab ac- 
tually saw results. We've pushed for 
changes with the role and place of a 
chaplain here and have seen the results 
of this struggle. Next year, there will 
probably be a significant increase in the 
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for entertainers (sports, too), it can all» 


"be chalked up to supply and demand. 


’ Supply one homely ¢ Oscar. Peterson and © 


get little demand. ' Supply one: flashy 
| Shania Twain and demand skyrockets.” ie 


_ Simply reduce demand and te absur- 


Dear sirs, 
A response to the article, “he said/ 
she said.” 

| believe that a grave error is made 
in the arguments made by the writers. | 


- quote, “If sex is relevant to the story than 


amount of counseling available, and . 


more changes should be coming in the 
future. 

It has been a year of changes and 
struggles; nonetheless, | am thankful for 
what Student Senate has completed. | 
am sorry for the mistakes that we have 
made, but we tried our best. | hope and 
pray that those who follow us put as 
much effort into everything as we did, 
and that they can do a better job than 
we did. God bless you all next year. r 


it can be portrayed in a very decent 


manner.” A public display of copulation 
would be considered by most to be in- 
decent. Actors are, in fact, acting out 
these indecent acts. They usually do 
so in the form of adultery. Matthew 5:28- 
29 would offer up a rebuttal to anyone 
who would support adultery in any way. 

My NIV states, “I tell you that any- 
one who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in 
his heart. If your right eye causes you 
to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell.” 

Any pictorial or written representa- 
tion of adultery is no different from the 
occurrences in “reality.” There is not 
grey. areas in this manner. Sex scenes 
may be considered artistic by those who 
consider adultery perfectly normal. The 
porn industry, which the movie Boogie: 
Nights glonfies, who fully support this ab- 
normality. © 

How do we remedy this situation? 
Not by “educating” ourselves through 
continued indiscrirr 
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nate media choices, _ 
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“ but be careful media selection: A Chris- 
tian has tools at their disposal that will 


filter out the abnormal contained within 


societies normality. 
marcel vanlochem 


Dear editors, 
» Re: Blasphemy 
Jennifer McNaughton (crown, 
March 23), in “Viewer Discretion Ad- 
vised,” comments on “offensive mate- 
rial” in art, and notes that if the problem 


_ is in the words or actions, | ask myself if 


those “are necessary in the context of 


- the play.” | appreciate that “determining 


whether certain scenes are gratuitous’ 
is difficult. However, this apparent di- 
lemma was brought home to me again 
when watching the latest play, Firebugs, 
an otherwise very commendable perfor- 
mance. 

Can anyone please explain to me-- 
an obvious illiterate in the arts--why the 
taking of God's name in vain was a nec- 
essary part of that production, instead 
of being simply gratuitous blasphemy? 

Mark, | ask you--with full kudos to 
your otherwise superb acting—how can 
you comfortably mouth these blasphe- 
mies? 

Should the public face of a Chris- 
tian university really include such lan- 
guage? Is this perhaps why a perfor- 
mance cannot be begun with prayer? 

While | am at it (in my first ever let- 
ter to crown), let me commend Charity 
Farenhorst for her side of the recent “He 
said/she said.” Surely, there is some 
difference between explicit depiction of 
sexual acts on the screen and reading 
books that might refer to such things. 

john boersma 


Staalduinen Floral is 
constantly changing 
to meet the needs of 
the Floral Industry. 
Forthis we need a 
quality,.skilled sales 
and managerial staff. 


If y ave energetic, 
dynamic and willing 
to succéed, there 
may bea*place for 
you at Staalduinen. 


Staalduinen Floral Limited 
A Cut Above... 


600 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5P1 
Telephone: (905) 643-2002 Fax: (905) 643-2377 
Cut Flowers, Tropical Plants, Floral Supplies 
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meet everyone's needs - the drafted 
route does not include pick-ups 
down the mountain, or any stops 
east of Garth Road. 
But for DeJonge, the issue is ex- 
traneous. “I'm asked my opinion 
about the shuttle bus, but | want to 
talk about living on campus. Why 
wasn't | consulted about this question 
from the get-go?” he asks. Clearly, 
there is a need for an earlier interaction 
between administration and students. 
“There's a wealth of ideas out there.” 
Communication is essential to commu- 
nity, because, as Mike adds, “Without 
any input into the decision you sort of 
feel powerless.” 

Many students would like to see 
more anticipation of these issues aris- 
ing. That means being alert to the pos- 


sibility of enrollment increases early on, 
and forging contingency plans. Another 
tactic is to study the precedents set when 
other small colleges started to grow. “I'd 
like to be informed... | want to see these 
things in writing. How will they effect 
us?” Mike asks. 

There is no question that we are at 
a benchmark; a precipice; a threshold. 
The Redeemer community is facing is- 
sues we've never faced before. Certainly 
those with the responsibility for making 
decisions are weighing every possibility 
and agonizing over every consequence, 
Some reservations on their part is natu- 
ral. But as we are a community, let us 
grow and learn as acommunity. “I'd like 
to think that we're creative and intelli- 
gent enough to help decide what to do,” 
DeJonge says. Cc 
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by matt heinbuch 

Living with the crown editor can 
have its perks. | mean hey, we get a 
sneak preview of every issue that 
comes out and sometimes we get to 
see our pictures in it. But it also has 
its drawbacks. The infamous ‘hockey 
article’ that came out last semester 
caused some tension in our dorm. 
And, it’s not to often that someone can 
rant (which happens often enough, 
believe it or not) without Brent saying 
‘You know, you should write an article 
about that.” Such is the case. 

One day | ranted (let me be more 
specific) about the lack of discipline 
here at Redeemer. “What are you talk- 
ing about?” you ask. Allow me to draw 
a comparison between Redeemer and 
Briercrest Bible College, Before | start, 
let me say that | know we don't go to 
Briercrest. If we wanted to go to 
Briercrest, we would go there. We 
didn't come to Redeemer so we could 
be just like Briercrest. If | like 
Briercrest so much, | should just go 
there. That's why we're Redeemer 
and they're Briercrest, because we do 
things our way and they don't. 
Briercrest is a Bible College and we're 
a Liberal Arts University. There, that 
should cover most of the defensive 
arguments that get shot out when this 
sort of thing is talked about. No wait, 
Briercrest is anal. There we go. | 
knew | forgot something. 


Now, | am not saying that our rules 
need to be as strict or as numerous ~ 


as Briercrest, but we could learn 
something from them. Getting sus- 
pended for having a beer while out at 
a restaurant is not where | am saying 
we need to go. Nor, am | suggesting 
that we should close our dorms to 
members of the opposite sex. | amin 
no way saying that! Believe me! What 


| am saying is that we need to enforce — 


the rules that we do have, like 


Briercrest. We need to have a well 
defined disciplinary system that leaves ~ 
little room for interpretation, like~ 


Briercrest. We need to have an insti- 
tution where the students respect both 
it and the rules that it stands for, like 
Briercrest. 

Upon my acceptance into 
Briercrest two years ago, which in- 
volved several references and an av- 
erage of more than 65%, | had to sign 
a “code of conduct” contract: This 
notified the institution that | had read 
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the “code of conduct’ handbook and 
was aware of what would happen to 
me if | decided to break the rules. It 
also gave the institution the power to 
deal with such situations as they saw. 
fit. For example, if! was caught by my 
RA, Intern or staff advisor with some 
‘weed,’ anywhere (pocket, room, car 
etc.), | would have been suspended 
for a week and fined, period. No ques- 
tion. No interpretation. No break. My — 
verbal and written warnings were in — 
the contract that | signed. We knew: 
the rules there. We may not have liked 
them all, but we respected them. If 
we decided to break the rules, we" 
knew,the outcome, , 
Here, itis a different story. F 
ample, if | got caught smoking some 
“weed” behind my dorm, on the “Big — 
Woody Deck,” I’m not too sure what — 
would happen to me. | would probably . 
go before the Campus Life Discipline © 
Committee (CLDC) which is made up 
of five selected students and the Dean — 
of Students. Thatis, unless someone ~ 
interprets my offense as “major” in 
which case | would go before the Dis- 
cipline Committee, which consists of 
three staff members, S.S. President 
and one selected student. At anytime, 
these two committees could call upon 
the Student Conduct Committee, for 
their interpretation of the infraction. 
The SCC consists of the Chaplain (we 


do have one, unbeknownst. to. most 


Redeemerites), S.S. Vice-president 
and one selected student. Interpreta- 
tions could be messy i if | was related 


to one of the staff members or if one 


of the ‘selected’ students is my dorm- 
mate or friend. And come on, aren't 
we all friends at Redeemer? Where 
does one committee's jurisdiction end 
and another one’s begin? Which com- 
mittee has the final say in the matter? 


It's all left-up to” interpretation: But 
WhOSAN ely liaeu | 


Redeemer does sth sneha 
rules, What we need i is better enforce- 


ment of the rules that we have. Espe- hates 


cially now since the attraction to Re- 
deemer is no longer just its Christian 
world-view towards education. How 
can we be expected to respect a body 
of authority that hands out different 
punishments for the exact same in- 
fractions? How can we respect an in- 
stitution that puts “remove all evidence 
of illegal substances” on the dorm-in- . 
spection checklist? It seems we have 
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redeemer is not good enou ougl 


by kenneth dryfhout 

Prayers rise up through the audito- 
rium ceiling, up to the heavens, “Thank 
you God for our College,” “Thank you 
for the community we have,” “Thank you 
for Redeemer.” This year | have noticed 
a trend occurring at Redeemer: the 
thought that Redeemer is good enough. 
As a result of this, our community is not 
only ceasing to increase its bonds with 
One another and with God, but those 
bonds are actually weakening. 

| came to Redeemer with the prom- 
ise of a great community, everybody 
knowing everybody and lots of fun. The 
person who gave me the most informa- 
tion about the Redeemer community 
recently recalled that "Redeemer was a 
blast!" | came to the S.O.S. weekend 
and found a glimpse of what | had been 
guaranteed. We had a great bonfire, lift- 
ing praise to God and lots of fun. To 
say the least, | was pumped about 
September's arrival. | was coming out 
of a secular university, and the change 
was sure to really build me up in Christ 
and help me learn to stand strong. 

What! found in September was bet- 
ter than | had hoped. It was more than 
a personal growth, it was growing to- 
gether in a community. We were con- 
stantly trying to achieve something on 
this campus. “Sing-a-longs” sprung up 
here and there--everybody really was 
getting to know everyone else. Prayers 
rose through the ceilings of dorms and 
of the school; “Strengthen us Lord,” 
“Build up our community,” “Make us sen- 
Sitive to the needs of others.” | found a 
family here last year. Redeemer was 
amazing, we were building up our com- 
munity, strengthening our bonds. We 
were growing. 

This year has proven to be quite dif- 
ferent, everyone seems to be on a much 
different wavelength. | attribute it to in- 
dividualism. The prayers starting this 
article reflect a thankfulness for Re- 
deemer. This is good, we should be 
thankful for this institution. This year, | 
have not seen as much enthusiasm for 
making it even better, for building it up 
and strengthening our Spiritual commu- 
nity. Instead, it has become a safe ha- 
ven for everyone to build themselves up 
and figure out what God is doing in their 
lives. We do need to grow in our walk 
individually. It is important to strive for 
the next step in our Christian walk; how- 
ever, let's not assume that Redeemer is 
good enough. Just like our personal 
walks we need to strive to build on what 
we have. The danger in assuming Re- 
deemer is good enough is that we turn 
our focus from the community and fo- 
cus on the individual: instead of building 
up our community we begin to hinder it. 

The same Redeemer alumnus who 
helped me make my decision in coming 
to Redeemer, and was enthusiastic in 
talking about the fun he had, talked to 
me a little about the Spiritual commu- 


fan institution that knows there is‘a 


problem, but chooses to ignore it, hop- 


Jing it will go away. It will not go away 


on its own. What it will do is gradually — 
eat away at the moral and spiritual 
foundations of this institution, until the 
only visible difference between us an i 
McMaster is that we have chapel on © 
Wednesdays and all of our Prof.’s go | 
to Church on Sunday. Maybe I’m over- 
reacting. Maybe. I'm not. Maybe it's 
all in how you interpret it. Cc 


nity of Redeemer Coheiet 
here. He said that as the ye 
by, the Spiritual commun > 
stronger and stronger, cliques becar 
less and less noticeable, and the bo 
between students were becoming ood 
ger. It is that Redeemer that | came to 
last year. | am afraid that we have en- 
countered some backsliding in the 
cliques and closed groups that have 
formed on campus. As a very outgoing 
person, | love to get to know everyone, 
but | haven't seen those doors open this 
year. Even Church-In-the-Box has not 
had the same community spirit, it is lack- 
ing some of the intensity and enthusi- 
asm of last year. There is individualism 
in the air, “This is my time to worship, 
my time with God,” some may say. 
Hopefully, such things have not been so 
blatantly articulated, but they are felt. 
Those times of worship are to build “us” 
up just as much as “me.” 

We cannot be complacent in our 
community's strength; if we do not con- 
tinually build it up it will crumble. We 
must be in this all together--praying, 
singing, and worshipping together more 
often. We don't have to wait for Church- 
In-the-Box, chapel, or dorm devotions 
to worship as a community. 

So now what? Exams, then home; 
what can be done in the near future? 
Get ready for September, friends. Get 
ready. If you need building up, the sum- 
mer can do wonders. But, when we 
come back, it is not about me, me, me. 
It is about us. It's about growing together 
in the love of Jesus Christ. It is about 
coming together as children of the same 
Father and truly loving each one as a 
brother or sister. It is about prayers that 
strengthen bonds and relationships be- 
tween believers as well as building up 
individuals. It is about breaking down 
walls that hinder the body as well as 
those blocking our own hearts. And as 
we continually forge a better community, 
we will experience those personal bless- 
ings that so many have been searching 
for and yet have not been able to find. | 
have shocking news for all of you: Re- 
deemer is not good enough! It is not 
strong enough to stand on its own while 
everyone is going his/her own way and 
looking for solitary paths. During the time 
we are here, many of our paths lie to- 
gether. Let's fight together and 
strengthen the bonds which hold the 
banner over our institution. And, let us 
keep that institution humble as we real- 
ize it still falls short of where it should 
be. We need to lift Redeemer and 
each other up. We need more than 
smiles; we need the love of Jesus to 
guide us everyday, individually and 
as a community. Cc 


EARN $100 
IN 2 HOURS 


A major European Fashion 
House is running a focus 
group for a new product 

launch. 
Sessions last approximately 2 


hours, from 7-9 pm, downtown 
Toronto, 
Participants receive $100 cash. 
If you are female, 18-35, and 
over 5°10" 
Call 1-800-611-4343 


66. }enodung 


campus planning 


committee - from a 
student’s eyes 


by eric renkema 

The subscribers of this newspaper 
would pretty much have to live in a hole 
in order to not hear about the housing 
Pattie hy Thanks to God, 
Redeem liege’s campus is going to 
be overflowing with first year students, 
their RA’s, and second years (except for 
the President's House, because it is 
going to be full of cool fourth years). 
They plan for next yearis to have twenty- 
nine first year dorms and thirteen HA 
dorms. Where does this leave the third 
and fourth years? Student Life is ina 
tough spot trying to fit everybody on 
campus. Unfortunately, those third and 
fourth years that are not RA's (or their 
roommates) are being asked to live off 
campus for the year. Seeing the sud- 
den influx of new students, a Campus 
Planning committee (CPC) has been set 
up to update and augment the campus 
master plan in order to provide for a 
much larger student body. 

In order to do this the CPC is going 
to be working with four different work 
groups and with experts from the com- 
munity. The four working groups have 
each been assigned a specific area of 
focus with three phases of expansion in 
mind. Phase | is 800 students; Phase 
Il, 1000; Phase III, 1200 students. The 
committees will report back to the CPC 
at the end of this month. The plan is to 
use Redeemer's seventy-eight acres to 
build new student residences and/or 
apartments. When or where these are 
to be built has not yet been decided. 
There are many options open ot the 
CPC, and we are carefully organizing the 
layout of the campus so as not to shoot 
ourselves in the foot in case the need to 
expand arises once again. The goal of 
the CPC is to have a final report handed 
in to the Board of Governors early next 
year. 

One decision has been made, how- 


crown. 


ever. The CPC has decided, at the re- 
quest of the Biology Department, that the 
Whaley property is to be designated for 
the Native Garden. We have decided 


_ to not pave paradise and put up a park- 


ing lot, much to the delight of the Biol- 
ogy Department and all eco-minded stu- 
dents. 

If anyone would like to share with 
me how they envision Redeemer’s 
campus in the near future, then by all 
means. Tell me what you would like 
to see/have on this campus and | will 
present the serious suggestions to 
the CPC on behalf of the students. | 
am the only student on the commit- 
tee and in order to express our needs/ 
wants | need to hear from you. red 


happen! 


MST IR4 Canada 


Tel. 416-979-2331 
Fax, 416-979-2332 
www.icscanada.cdu 


And idea-shaping is innovation where it counts! 


Ideas don’t just sit on the page of a professor's research or in the manual on a board room 
i ake thing 


They move! Idea: 


At ICS we shape ideas. At the graduate level in 
education (Master's and Ph.D.) idea production ,/. 
is full time work. And we shape ideas from a ¢ rf ; 
perspective that puts Christ first. ee 
Located in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, the a ~'R 
for Christian Studies is a Christian graduate 5 
— the final link in Christian education. ICS Masters 
and Ph.D. Degree programs train students td more 
deeply integrate faith into their fields of study. . 
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For information call the Director of Student Services.” 
Ext. 239 (wcoffeybailey@ icscanada.edu). 
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the 50 year plan 


by Joe Haveman 

As the mover and the shaker that | should be, | have been paying attention to the 

yarble about the expansion of Redeemer College. A lot of people seem to have these 

bizarre ideas about how expansion could benefit them. But, may | say quite frankly, 

some of those ideas are selfish, and not very well thought out. In defiance of these 

ideas, | have created a list of my own plan on how we can expand on this great school, 
ideas that could benefit every single person in this community 

First off...what we need is technology. Lot's of it. | am talking about laptops for 
everyone. The newest ones we can find. Straight out of Bill Gates’ hands and right into 
our laps. Of course, we will hook everyone of these up to the internet. It would be 
counter-productive if we didn't. 

Another thing we could invest in are more of those high tech projector-things 
heard Professor Van Dyke curse this morning because it didn’t work. Computer projec- 
tors in every classroom. Must! add, that they would all be hooked up to the inter-net? In 
fact, if there is a way, we should put computer chips into our heads and hook them up to 
the inter-net too. 

While we are in the business of being lazy, let's take out those stairs that are so 
bothersome. Escalators for all to use; when we get off those, moving floors could guide 
us to our classes. This might make some of us late for class, but who really cares? 
Classes are secondary to comfort. 

Oh yeah, my last technology idea is to invest in robots who will do everything for 
us. They can even write our tests. | hear you can get those from Japan or something 
But don't anyone think about naming their robot R2D2. That's what | will name my all 
purpose astro-mech droid. 

We will need to make room for more students. | had a conversation with Presi- 
dent Cooper on the matter not too long ago and he said that building up (dorms layered 
on top of each other) would take away from the community feel that Redeemer has. | 
agree, and have come up with an idea that will go right around that problem 

My suggestion? Why don't we build down--as in several hundred kilometers 
below the earth. This may take time because of the solid rock that we live on, but that’s 
okay if it’s done in the name of expansion. Think of the sales gimmick that we could 
have! 90% of our students would live underground. 

We could expand on the surface still. But to do that we must defy the by-laws of 
Ancaster. That's okay though, this is a Christian University, and we can do whatever we 
want! We can demolish the houses around us, and build on their remains. Or, faster still, 
just take their houses. 

There is talk of people living in the president's house next year. Why don't we 
move people into prof. Plantinga’s, Cooke's, and Brown's houses too? We'll figure out 
where to put the teachers later. Of course, those places aren't that close to the school, 
so maybe the school should provide a courtesy helicopter. 

Because we will be seen as a hostile community after taking such drastic mea- 
sures, it's probably best that we purchase some weaponry to defend ourselves. My 
suggestion is that we invest in the C-7, the Canadian counterpart to the M16. The Bell 
212 Huey can be flown in a variety of different roles, including transport and attack The 
C-130 Hercules is a work horse transport aircraft, and the F/A-18 and A-10 Thunderbolt 


_|Lare great attack aircraft. By the time we do all of this we can take Hamilton harbor and 
invest in some reliable aircraft carriers, several diesel submarines (which sell real cheap 


now), and some frigates for anti-submarine duty. Maybe we can even invest in the EH- 
101 anti-submarine helicopter, then cancel it, and then order it again, and then say that 
we are Liberals. 

All of these things are possible if we sell out to the government and to a sponsor 
like Pepsi. We could be like so many other universities. Oh yeah, we might have to 
raise the tuition up to about $1.4 million a year. But that's okay, cause once we take over 
the country we will be able to make our citizens pay taxes. 

| guess what | am saying here is let's be reasonable, people. | know everyone 
wants a place to live, everyone wants in, and everyone wants technology, but we are a 
small school and have to implement small measures in small steps. Maybe it's about 
time that everyone stopped complaining and started being thankful for the great schoo! 
that God has put into place. Even if it doesn’t measure up to Queens, or Mac. Do we 
really want to measure up to these schools? 

Think about that Redeemer. Or drift off into a mindless bliss in front of the t.v 
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Ideas have legs. 


fav nerate excitement and development. Ideas 


“ 
4 . 
, 


Lae | 


monday, april 19, 1999 


scott vedder & jerome vos - body editors 


royals hockey finale 
ca sil ifcr 


by scott vedder 


The Redeemer Royals 
got what they deserved when 
they sent a mixed batch of play- 
ers down to Ottawa on Easter 
weekend-—championship victory. 
Despite having only four actual 
Royal players, other resources 
were pooled together to make a 
team of ten players. 

The first game was played 
against the Kanata Doughboys, 
a team with a lot of young, tal- 
ented players. Unfortunately for 
the Doughboys, the Royals play- 
ers worked well together from 
the start and passed the puck 
around well. The Royals held 
off a last minute attack by the 
men in black to net a 5 to 3 vic- 
tory. Special mention goes to 
Doughboy goaltender Jason 
Wagensveld for a solid game. 

The Royals next game was 
against a “new team” in the 


— 


league. This game proved to be a good warm up for the final as Redeemer outskated 
and outplayed their opponents in every way, netting a 5 to 0 victory. This team 
was held together by two veteran players who deserve special mention - Hank and 
Fred Vedder (I think I've heard that last name before). 

That left the Royals to play in the “A” finals. The Chesterville Bruins were an 
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older, experienced team, very 
similar to the type of teams that 
Redeemer is used to playing 
in their league. Both teams 
were playing in their third game 
of the day, but the Royals 
fought harder, and proved to 


| nave more drive. Redeemer 


won the final 5 to 1, a well de- 
served victory. 

The weekend proved to be 
a fun time for all. Some of the 
Royals were glad to see their 
coaches suit up to play, and 
“practice what they preach.” 
On that note, special mention 


' goes to Coach Greg Fluit for 


having the most penalty min- 
utes in the tournament, Spe- 
cial thanks also goes to Dave 
Westra for joining the Royals 
on the trip, as well as Ken 
Stevens and “Uncle John" for 
bringing a little bit more “expe- 
rience” to the team. 

The Royals are suiting up 
for one more tournament this 
weekend in Mt. Brydges. This 
will close off their season. See 
you on the ice next year! C 


VeWALAE ld StS hes Fe 


The awards have been handed out and all the games are finished. 
The Speaker at the Athletic banquet said that “Athletes are turtles on a 
fence post.” Meaning that someone put them there. He also gave us five 
points to remember as athletes : Fear God, Be yourself, Be your best, 
Honestly, and Be a mirror. These points help us remember where to put 
our focus, they apply not only to sports but to every part of life, school, 


work and missions. 


We honoured many athletes, the athletes of the month is always posted 
in the athletic area with the plaques that honour the MIP and MVP's off 
each sport. | encourage you to check it out. I'd also like to thank all the 
coaches, athletes and students that made Redeemer athletics happen. 


For next year and the fu- 
ture I'd like to see a larger 
budget and perhaps a second 
facility. These are hopes that 
| have. Realistically, | see Re- 
deemer as a growing school 
which | feel will bring us more 
athletes. Also I'd like to see 
more teams getting sponsors 
and that in turn will bring new 
uniforms and equipment and 
help the athletic budget. In 
closing, | enjoyed writing for 
the Crown this year and | 
thank all of you who helped 
me out and | wish you all the 
best next season. @ 


next year, next year... 
images and memories aboud 
“form the 98-99 season, like 
this shot of Nate Siebenga 
crushing one in the final vol- 
leyball match. We look for- 
ward to another great sea- 


hopes for another season 
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regional indoor soccer finals - march 5-6 


by jerome vos 
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SOUL 


by dan vanminnen 
In circles and Christianity, things 
end where they begin. Circles come 
around beautifully, without tangents, 
heading in new directions, creating 
beauty and ending in itself where it 
began. Christianity is beautiful, faith- 
fully-maintained, and purposeful. It is 
ever-developing towards a conclusion 
and starting with its end; the finished 
work on the cross marks the beginning 
of discipleship, the liturgy after the lit- 
urgy--a holy life, the “other six days.” 
This communal obedience to the Lord- 
ship of Christ towards the end, seeing 
the full glory of God, is the focus of Chris- 
tianity. 

| was sick the other day with what 
could best be guessed at as the 48 hour 
flu. | just wanted to lay down all the time 
and | needed to stay quite near the ‘fa- 
cilities' for obvious gastro-intestinal rea- 
sons. | was trying to work in the com- 
puter lab late at night on one of my late 
papers and | was too sick too concen- 
trate on it. | just wasn't feeling right, 
about school or about my health at the 
time. It’s spring time blues, the exam 
and paper pressure teaming up with 
physical oppression and brought me 
low. After stopping by the washroom | 
headed out the exit doors by the front 
office to take in some air. It's funny, | 
never just go out those doors to ‘take in 
some air’ but tonight of all nights of my 

‘three years here, | decided to walk out 
there and just stand. 

And then it caught my eye. The lin- 
ear dimensions of the academic build- 
ing surrounding the front lawn drew my 
eyes across the way to the circle in the 

he ie oss the court- 
or silently inside in the 


ya ) 
art gallery they hung. Six small and 
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the circle and the cross 


ust 


simple Cupido paintings making up a 
cross perfectly centered in that circle of 
light across the way. And then it caught 
my mind. Here | am again, at the foot of 
the cross. 

There have always been ups and 
downs in my life. Three and a half years 
ago | stood at death's door in isolation 
at London's University Hospital. A year 
after that, | stood here on campus hav- 
ing chosen, in half an hour, to come 
here. Now on this night it had come full 
circle and | stood once again where all 
of these events in my life had begun, at 
the base of the cross. This little break 
at a low point was reeking of symbol- 
ism; that, | believe, is just the way He 
wanted it. God was preaching to me 
powerfully, simply, and directly. 

We have ups and downs. Summer 
is on top of us again. We go from, “I just 
want to get out of school,” to “I just want 
to go back.” We go from kisses to 
curses, tears to beers and cheers. It all 
comes ‘round again, except for one im- 
portant thing. The joy that will wipe away 
curses, tears and sickness, once fully 
come, will never go away again. 

What is the Christian's only comfort 
in life and death? That you belong to 
the one who completed all things at the 
cross, and who rolls the circle of pain 
and pleasure right out of our lives with 
the tomb’s stone. He will bring you 
through all the dangers, toils and snares, 
again and again and He will bring it to 
its end. Because He is not only risen, 
but is bringing that perfection that is al- 
ready here in part, because of the cross 
at the centre of it all. Have a good sum- 
mer. 

“He loses nothing that loses not 
God.” unknown c 
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. Christia 


by alison innes 

Have you ever stolen anything? 
No, really, think about it. Mugs from 
Tim Hortons? Restaurant menus? Ad- 
vertising banners from Zellers, K-Mart, 
McDonald's? Forks, knives, spoon, 
napkin dispensers, cloth napkins? 
Plates, bowls, cups, salt and pepper 
shakers? Hotel towels? Road signs, 
stop signs, street signs? Theft is a sin 
that is disrespectful and tarnishes our 
Christian witness. 

Besides being. un-Christian, and 
just plain rude, theft shows blatant dis- 
respect for other people's property. Un- 
like the Tim Horton's coffee mug, the 
excuse “they can afford it, it's only a 

" doesn't hold water. | think we 
all know what would happen if every- 
one sported that attitude—there wouldn't 
be much left to steal. We should be 
showing respect to people by respect- 
ing their property. Business owners, 
like everyone else, are trying to make 
a living. When they lose merchandise 
to theft they lose money. The price of 
stolen merchandise and the cost of 
greater preventative measure is passed 
along to us, the customers, in the form 
of higher prices. Like pennies in a jar, 
the cost of smaller theft does add up. 
The theft of smaller things now can, and 
does, lead to theft of larger items in the 


~ future. 


No matter how minor we may con- 
sider it, theft of any sort tarnishes our 
Christian witness. We are called to be 
ambassadors of Christ in this world, 
and theft is destructive to our goal of 
being Christlike and winning people to 
Him. Through stealing we are saying 


that our morals do not matter and we 


negate the aim of being Christlike. 
When we steal we do not stand apart 
from the world, as we are urged to do 
in Romans 12:21, but condone the 
behaviour of the world. When theft is 
mentioned in the bible it is listed along- 
side other sins such as murder, adul- 
tery, and slander (Matt 15:19), and not 
as a Christian attribute. The Bible treats 
theft as seriously as every other sin. 
Why should we treat it differently when 
God does not? 

Although we would like to think oth- 
erwise, theft affects not only the witness 
of the one committing the crime, but the 
witness of other Christians. Theft ru- 
ins the reputation of the individual com- 
mitting the crime and may easily lead 
weak or new Christians astray. Would 
you want to have a part in misleading 
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your brother or sister in Christ? What 
do these actions say about you? It 
takes only one person in a group steal- 
ing to ruin the reputation and witness 
for the entire group. The crime reflects 
back to the Christian church as a 
whole, and when it is done by Re- 
deemer students, it reflects on the Re- 
deemer community. What do people 
think of Redeemer college when they 
see students taking pride in theft? It's 
not just the act of taking something that 
tarnishes our witness, but also the pride 
that is shown in both the stolen goods 
and the act. When we prominently dis- 
play ill-gotten goods in our bedrooms, 
homes, and dorms, we send the mes- 
sage that we do not take our Bibles se- 
riously. Our Bibles say that theft is 
wrong, and while we may pay lip ser- 
vice to this, our actions show otherwise. 
By showing pride in stolen possession 
we are approving of this wrong 
behaviour. 

Our response to theft, as to any 
other sin, should be guided by the 
Bible. In Matthew 18 Jesus gives us 
some guidelines for addressing sinful 
behaviour, the first step being to lov- 
ingly confront the person in private. It 
is important that we do not approach 
the matter with a desire for revenge or 
to hurt the person, but with genuine 
caring and willingness to forgive. It is 
not enough, though, to respond after 
the fact. We must also have the cour- 
age to take a stand against theft when 
we see it happening. It is all too easy 
to join in the awkward laughter of the 
others present when we know that the 
theft is wrong. It is never easy to take 
a stand against something that others 
seem to accepts, but if we don't, who 
will? Lastly, we need to own up to our 
actions and take responsibility for them. 
No one can force a person to steal any- 
thing--theft is a conscious decision 
made by the individual and cannot be 
blamed on other people. Owning up 
to our actions means returning stolen 
goods or reimbursing the rightful own- 
ers for the cost of the items stolen. It 
also means not stealing things in the 
first place. 

Theft tarnishes Christian witness. 
It is disrespectful and dishonest. We 
need to take a stand against it and not 
let temptation wreck our witness ro the 
witness of the Christians around us. It 
is time we took our role as Christ's am- 
bassadors seriously--all the way to the 
restaurant table. @ 


by brett dewing 

Everybody knows it: you can't 
say anything bad in a crown review. 
Heck (pardon my French), you can't 
even infer something remotely 
ungood. Well then, lets put that little 
theory to the test, shall we? I'd like to 
start by saying that almost everyone | 
talked to loved Firebugs! | just happen 
to be in the minority. And Jane just hap- 
pened to beg me for a review (Hey! | 
tried to get out of it, so give me a break!!), 
so | am, reluctantly and begrudgingly, 
presenting my take on the play. 

It was a wonderful break from tradi- 
tion to do a mainstage like Firebugs. It 
is unattestedly a unique script, and |'m 
glad for the horizon-broadening my ex- 
posure to it fomented. While the text of 
the play is different (some may say 
weird), it works. VanBelle’s decision to 
have the chorus sing was a thoroughly 
enjoyable addition. The theme of the 
play is a good one, and even more rel- 
evant thanks to the spin given it by the 
director. How can we not see the evil 
under our own roof? Biedermann blindly 
allows arsonists into his home, and the 
audience's reaction is amusement at his 
stupidity. However, we allow the fires 
of sin into our homes (and lives) every 
day, often with itching ears and eager 
eyes. We are so bombarded by the 
media that we are completely desensi- 
tized to it. We don't only let its message 
into our living rooms, but our minds also. 
| see it daily in my dorm. Springer. Sally. 
Simpson. Stahl. When does it become 
too much? Where is the line to be 
drawn? Itis a question that has followed 
theatre itself for centuries. When does 
the portrayal of sin become sin? When 
does reporting the facts become wallow- 
ing in corruption? This point was nicely 
illustrated by rapid-fire images on sev- 
eral TVs on the set. (Although many 
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“firebugs” 
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people didn't get it. Maybe we need to 
water down our artistry a bit for the 
masses. ) 

The set design was innovative. 
However, Mike Peng worked a terrific 
idea into a stage that was perhaps too 
crowded. Of course, the theme of me- 
dia saturation explains that. The tech- 
nical aspects of the play were nice, de- 
spite one TV running on Central Stan- 
dard Time. Most of the costumes were 
great, especially the recreated firemen’s 
uniforms worn by the chorus. All in all, 
it was a visually pleasing show. 

The chorus of firemen were crowd 
favourites. No wonder, considering their 
great part and caffeine-infused perfor- 
mance. I've been told David VanBelle 
was going for a cartoonish feel with the 
acting. This was achieved, | guess, but 
it didn’t really work for me. | didn’t so 
much get “cartoonish” as | did “overact- 
ing.” Perhaps there’s a happy medium 
that was slightly overshot. For me, the 
crowning performance was that of 
Rachel VanArragon as Anna, the maid. 
The other performances were fine, but 
felt a little forced. Someone told me that 
there weren't any really strong perfor- 
mances, but that the ensemble worked 
well. | think that’s the case. 

So, | guess it wasn’t as bad as | 
thought. Reading over this, | seem to 
have liked a lot of things. So why say 
that | didn't like the play? It just didn't 
do it for me. | didn't leave feeling the 
familiar after-play buzz. | just kind of sat 
through it and left. Maybe that's the way 


firebugs in review 


by Noah (2), Stefan (5), and Jordan (10) Louter 
as narrated to, and performed for, Karen Louter 


After the show, thought not quite in the house 

Stefan: Mom, where are the raincoats? 

Downstairs. Why? It's not raining. 

Stefan: | know, but | want to be a FIREMAN! 

The nextday. 

What was your favourite part of the show? 

Stefan: (in pumpkin pajamas and fireman's hat) The firemen. 

But what did you like best about the story? 

Stefan: The firemen. 

Jordan: I'd like to get one of those smoke machines for my birthday. 

Later 

Noah: There was a yellow thing (shuffling his feet in a backward motion) and one of 
the firemen put his helmet on the yellow thingy. | saw him do it. They had firecrackers 
last night. They took the fire hydrant and the fire engine and... what's that called 
again? 

The fire hydrant? 

Noah: Yeah. And they had it on the stage. One took his helmet off and put in on the 
hydro--no! What that called again? 

Fire hydrant. 

Noah: Yeah. One took his helmet off and put in on the fire hydrant. But the windows 
let the bad guys in and the guns burned the house down. Who got shot? 

No one. This were blowing up. 

Noah: How were they blowing up? 

Well the noise was on a tape and they used lights. 

Noah: Did the tape shoot the people, then? 

Well, no... 

Noah: | don't like this dumb play. 

Throughout the day 

Noah: Your house is on fire, Mom. 

Oh. Do something about it, then. 

Stefan: Where's the fire, ma'am? We'll put it out. 

Noah: We're off to do interesting work to the fire. 

Finally 

Jordan: | like the way it fits with so many real things in'life that really happened (and 
happen) like Hitler's grabbing for power and at first sneaking in on the world. That's 
just like Willy and Sepp. And it’s like how sin sneaks upon us. At first it's pretty small 
and we honestly don't even notice it. They, when we notice it, we half-heartedly try to 
get rid of that sin, but it sneaks ;in with another angle. Meanwhile it just keeps on 
growing and getting you in deeper until you're too involved to back out. And then you 


all student plays are. Maybe | was. juat....5tar ita peas to free yourself but ten it's usually too late or you try to ignore it and 


unreceptive that night. Anyway, those 
are my thoughts. They aren't all pleas- 
ant, but a review of prepackaged ear- 
candy doesn’t do anyone any good-- 
except the critic’s social life. But hey! 
I've got nothing to lose! i 


a milestone for the 
concert choir 


by jane hogeterp 

After classes ended on Friday, April 
9, and most people headed back to their 
dorms to relax for the weekend, 
Redeemer’s Concert Choir and their 
very brave director, Chris Teeuwsen, 
headed to the hills of Waterdown to 
embark on two days of gruelling record- 
ing in the chapel at the Notre Dame 
Convent. The experience was strenu- 
ous, exhilarating and emotional. 

The choir recorded for about four 
hours on Friday, taping most of their pi- 
ano and a cappella repertoire for record- 
ing engineer, Anton Kwiatkowski. It took 
some getting used to, and recording was 
often interrupted by such things as 
trains, mismanaged page-turns and cho- 
ral burps. By the end of the night, 
though, the Choir managed to record 
eight pieces. On Saturday, the choir re- 
corded for seven hours, doing some 
pieces with Redeemer’s Alumni Choir, 
some orchestral works, and the pieces 
left undone from the day before. The 
Alumni Choir also recorded some pieces 
on their own, and were accompanied by 
Elizabeth Harwood on Notre Dame 
chapel’s fantastic organ. After all the 
orchestral recording and combined 
works were complete and the Alumni 
Choir left, the Concert Choir took a break 
and headed upstairs to the convent's 


volume 16, 


infirmary to sing for the women there. 
That was truly a crowning moment of the 
choir’s recording experience. 

The last piece of the recording 
was Mendelssohn's “Heilig” (Holy is 
God), an appropriate ending to a beau- 
tiful experience. After the choir finished 
singing the a cappella piece (with every 
core of their being) Anton let them listen 
to the take, and the sound of it moved 
many choristers to tears. In the end, 
the choir was exhausted but satisfied 
and thrilled with the successful record- 
ing. The chapel was an inspiring place 
to work, with its endlessly resounding 
acoustics and its stained glass windows 
that made rainbows all over the room 
when the sun shone through them; many 
choristers were reluctant to leave the 
place. Perhaps the most exciting as- 
pects of the recording, though, was to 
know that the sound and unity of this 
year's Concert Choir would be pre- 
served forever. 

The CDs will be coming out 
some time in the summer, and will be 
available in the Redeemer College 
Bookstore. You may also be able to 
catch the choir’s sounds on radio sta- 
tions, so stay tuned. Take the opportu- 
nity to listen to this unique segment of 
Redeemer's community. é 
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den it’s too big to get rid of. The sin has a mighty pov 
One last desperate effort comes when you try to justify the sin and befriend it. 
Biederman realized that it was too late when he tried to bribe them, in a way, and 
invited them to dinner. “As long as they are eating and drinking and happy we're 
safe.” He tried to befriend them out of trying to blow his house up (or is it trying to blow 
his house down?). Sometimes, out of human nature, we even help sin along, like 
Biederman did by giving Sepp and Willy matches. 
| like the general comedy of the play. I’ve been walking around the house quoting 
funny lines all day. My favourite line is when the firefighter pokes her head up from 
beside the couch and says, “That, ah, would be the gas works.” Good show. Defi- 
nitely worth seeing (twice). @ 


You can still hardly believe it. 
Why would God call you into 
ministry? Can this be right? 


Pray. Talk honestly to your 
family and friends. Consider 
Calvin Theological Seminary. 


Calvin Theological 
Seminary 

3233 Burton Street SE 
Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 49546-4387 
616-957-6036 
800-388-6034 | 


tually diancrenenait the flag is nan 
thing entirely! | hope that similar logs 
pia can Ripe Pyoeed in the future. 
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technological 
future | 


When writing about the future of 
an institution, the computer situation 
cannot be ignored. This is the same 
for Redeemer College. With 
unprecented growth expected for the 
next academic year, the technological 
aspect of the school is going to be un- 
der close inspection. Chris Knowles, 
director of Information Services, is con- 
fident that his department will be ready 
for the enrollment onslaught. The en- 
tire summer has been slated for main- 
tenance and fine tuning. 

Information upgraded the comput- 
ers and wired the campus last summer 
in only six weeks, even though it was a 
several week job. Until school starts 
again in September, focus is on fixing 
the problems students had with the com- 
puter systems this year. Internet hook- 
ups will all be live by next year, so that 
students in dorms only need to get an 
ethernet card and they will be able to 
access the world wide web from their 
dorms. The cable hubs found in some 
of the dorm basements will be organized 
and protected in cabinets. The computer 
lab will also see improvements, raising 
the number of computers to twenty-five. 
And by raising the RAM of the comput- 
ers to 32 megs, it will no longer take two 
minutes to get into WordPerfect. Off 
campus students may be looking for- 
ward to cheap internet hookup - some- 
thing Information Services is looking into. 
“They pay their technology fee, so they 
should benefit from it,” said Mr. Knowles. 
Mr. Knowles expressed regret about 


~~....the ill feelings toward Information Ser- 


vices over the past year. He is fully 
aware of the cancelled service calls, and 
realizes how disorganized computer 
assistance was. In fact, Knowles is glad 
that people were upset. In his words, “If 
| was promised a particular service, and 
| didn't get it, I'd be upset too! I'd run 
down to their door and ask what's going 
on.” In an effort to smooth out the tech- 
nical help offered by Redeemer, 
Knowles is writing out a procedure for 


installing ethernet cards, and for re-. 


sponding to computer problems. Hope- 
fully, this is a start to alleviating the prob- 
lem. 

Growth is something affecting Infor- 
mation Services. With the possibility of 
almost 250 first year students next year, 
the strain on the campus computers is 
going to be high. But Knowles does not 
want to make knee-jerk reactions to what 
is happening. He will be conducting a 
PC knowledge survey at the beginning 
of the year. There will be three full time 
computer staff come September, and 
the students that work part time in the 
lab will now have to have superior com- 
puter skills (as opposed to just being 
more bodies, as sometimes seemed the 
case in the past). Perhaps the near fu- 
ture demands an extra computer lab, or 
more specific application computer sta- 
tions, but these are not possible until the 
academic building is expanded. 

We do not know exactly how the 
new numbers are going to affect the 
technological aspect of Redeemer Col- 
lege. Information Services has not even 
been given a rough number of how many 
users are expected next year, so their 
plans have had to be vague. If you have 
any concerns, feel free to contact Chris 
Knowles or Janny Eikelboom via email, 
ICM, or in person. They want to make 
the Redeemer computers a tool we can 
all use to our benefit. @ 


how satisfied are redeemer 
students? 


crown staff 

In the first week of November 1998, Redeemer College’s Retention Com- 
mittee launched the “Student Satisfaction Inventory,” an initiative designed to, 
according to its executive summary, “measure the strength of students’ ex- 
pectations about their college experience, as well as their level of satisfaction 
with those experiences.” 

131 Students responded to the survey; this number makes the results 
representative, and therefore legitimate. Essentially, the survey quantitatively 
established “a) a list of what is most and least important to Redeemer Stu- 
dents, b) what is most and least satisfying to redeemer Students, c) a list of 
where students’ expectations are and are not being met, d) the strengths of 
our institution, and e)areas in need of intervention, prioritized according to 
students’ ratings of their importance.” 


The top five ranked items from each category are included in this article. 


All asterisked (*) items are those shared with other Coalition of Chris- 
tian Colleges and Universities students. 


What’s Most Important to Redeemer College Students? 
Being on this campus is contributing to my spiritual growth. * 

It is an enjoyable experience to be a student on this campus. * 
The instruction in my major field is excellent. * 

The quality of instruction | receive in most classes is excellent. * 
Nearly all of the faculty are knowledgeable in their field. * 


Oran > 


What’s Least Important to Redeemer Students 

1 Along with being a Christian College, the program has a Reformed 
emphasis. 

2 A variety of intramural activities are offered. * 

3 The amount of parking space on campus is adequate. * 

4. There are a sufficient number of weekend activities for students. * 

5 My academic advisor helps me set goals to work toward. 


Where are Redeemer college Students Most Satisfied 

1 Nearly all the faculty are knowledgeable in their field. * 

©: It is an enjoyable experience to be a student on this campus. * 

3 Males and females are treated with equal respect on this campus. * 
4 | am able to experience intellectual growth here. * 

5 My understanding of God is being strengthened by classroom and/or 
campus experiences. * 


Where are Redeemer College Students Least Satisfied 

1 My academic advisor helps me set goals to work toward. 

2 Parking lots are well-lighted and secure. 

3, There are a sufficient number of weekend activities for students. * 
4 Security staff respond quickly in emergencies. * 

5 Computer labs are adequate and accessible. * 


Where are Redeemer College Students’ Expectations Being Met? 
(Smallest Performance Gaps) 


T. A variety of intramural activities are offered. * 

2. Along with being a Christian college, the program has a Reformed 
emphasis. 

za Males and females have equal opportunities to participate in intercolle 
giate athletics. * 

4. The amount of student parking space on campus is adequate. 


Bookstore staff are helpful. * 


Where are Redeemer College Students’ Expectations Not Being Met 
(largest performance gaps) 

Security staff respond quickly in emergencies. * 

Parking lots are well-lighted and secure. 

Computer labs are adequate and accessible. * 

My academic advisor helps me set goals to work toward. 

Library resources and services are adequate. * 


ArAon = 


Redeemer College’s Strengths 

1 Being on this campus is contributing to my spiritual growth. 

a It is an enjoyable experience to be a student on this campus. 

3. The quality of instruction | receive in most of my classes is excellent. 

4 Nearly all of the faculty are knowledgeable in their field. 

5 My understanding of God is being strengthened by classroom and/or 
campus experiences 


Identified Priorities for Intervention 

Adequate financial aid is available for most students. 

There is a good variety of courses provided on this campus. 

| am able to register for classes | need with few conflicts. 
Security staff respond quickly in emergencies. 

The core requirements of my academic program are suited to my 
educational goals, ea 
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the colours of lent 


by jane hogeterp 
Redeemer was recently blessed 
once again by another art show by art- 
ist-in-residence, Matth Cupido. His 
“Table Talk” depicted various stages of 
the passion of Christ, as well as other 
symbols that reflected the joy and pain 
that Christ represented while he was on 
earth. Many people have come to see 
the show and, doubtless, all who have 
seen it have been deeply moved. 
“Table Talk” opened, appropriately, 
the day before Good Friday, and gave 
people the opportunity to prepare their 
hearts in a unique way for the remem- 
brance of Christ's death. With bold lines 
and stark colours, Matth conveyed the 
hard reality of Christ's agony in the last 
days of his death. Matth mirrored line 
and colour techniques from his Job show 
in Table Talk to indicate the continuance 
of his theme of the brutal nature of suf- 
fering that is present in the Christian life. 
Clearly, Christ and Job are Matth’s mod- 
els for Christian endurance of suffering. 
However, Matth’s message does not 
end at pointing out suffering. Equally 
important in his life and art is the redeem- 
ing presence of joy, and this was also 
reflected in his art. Beautiful scenes of 
human compassion through suffering 
and also landscape scenes displayed 
the fact that God redeems his people 
with joy through their suffering. Matth 
bookended his year at Redeemer with 
two powerful shows that stressed this 
important truth of the Christian life. 
Matth’s presence at Redeemer 
has been very important this year for 
many reasons. Not only has he told us 
important things through his art, but he 
has also given a much-needed boost to 
the Art Department. He has offered his 
insight by attending and teaching some 
classes, he has spread the “art gospel’ 
to younger kids at elementary schools 
(future Redeemer art department mem- 
bers, let's hope), and he has been an 
encouraging mentor to the art students 
who struggle in a department that does 
not get the funding it deserves. Of 
course, Matth has also been a caring 
friend to all the students at Redeemer, 
and he will be greatly missed. Thank 
you, Matth, for sharing yourself with us 
this year through your art, testimony, and 


your company. Cc 
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things ahead [reading break mission trips| 


by jason zuidema 
Next year is going to be excit- 
ing. One benefit of having more stu- 
dents is that Student Senate has 
more money to fund various activi- 
ties and clubs. | am sure that some 
new activities will happen which 
have never happened before. This ex- 
pansion is going to mean a lot more op- 
portunity for people to get involved and 
also fantastic opportunities for leaders 
to take charge of a club. 

In the last number of years there 
have been several clubs which have not 
been able to start or do very much be- 
cause they have not had the funding. 
Next year these might get a chance to 
start and form fantastic clubs. If you 
have an idea for a club you should bring 
it to Student Senate. Who knows, 
maybe your idea will be accepted and 
the club of your dreams will get started. 
Music groups, club sports teams, art 
groups, theatre productions, more guest 
speakers for your already existing club, 
etc. All these are possibilities for the 
coming year. 

For all these activities to happen 
there needs to be a great group of lead- 
ers; people who are dedicated to mak- 
ing their club a success. More are 
needed than ever. The opportunities to 
use the gifts that God has given you will 
be abundant. Prayerfully consider lead- 
ing one or more of these groups during 
the summer. When you come back in 
the fall the reigns of some activity could 
be yours. If you don’t want to run the 
whole club, there are plenty of ways to 
share with somebody else so that you 
can still have time to do homework and 
be a leader in the club. 

September will be a great time. All 
of us will adjust to the loss of the gradu- 
ates and the influx of the great number 
of first year students. It will be a great 
time. | can’t wait to participate in many 
of the old clubs and in some of the new 
clubs which will be formed. | am sure 
the incoming students will be impressed 
to see the wide variety of things that they 
can fill up their time with while they are 
taking a break from their studies. C 


impressions 


by jess lacasse 

As a former student, | have missed 
this school almost as much as | would 
miss a limb. Making the move to public 
education was one of the hardest things | 
have ever had to do. But going that route 
taught me some things that | could never 
have learned anywhere else. 

| realized that | now had the opportu- 
nity to witness as | never had before in my 
life. This was a challenge and | didn’t know 
if | was up to it. But, new notebook in hand 
and a mind full of heady optimism, | sallied 
forth and joined the ranks of the Christians 
in a secular environment. 

So | sucked it up and prayed. Discus- 
sions about religion among my class- 
mates went to agnostics and atheists. | 
decided that | could do nothing but wit- 
ness by example. So | tried to live a Chris- 
tian life. | didn’t get high with them on the 
weekends. After a while they stopped in- 
viting. Everywhere | looked, everything 
seemed so dirty. So | despaired. And al- 
most gave up 

But then a friend of mine took me 
aside and asked me what | believed. So | 
told her. And then she did something | had 
never seen this strong, self-composed girl 
do before or since. She cried and left. The 
topic was never discussed again. | can't 
say | did anything brave to guide her to 
Christ, but | would like to think that small 
discussion helped her somehow 

Maybe leaving Redeemer wasn't 
such a bad thing after all. @ 
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mississippi 


by Rhonda Elgersma 
and Maria VanHuizen 
Let me start by being honest with 
you. When | left to head down to Mis- 
sissippi, | didn't have too high of expec- 
tations. Sure | thought I'd walk away 
with the typical “post-mission trip” feel- 
ings. | knew | would experience a cul- 
ture shock. | knew! would receive more 
than | would give to this people. | knew | 
would make new friends and fun memo- 
ries that | could flip through a photo al- 
bum years later and say “that was a 
good experience”. But there was and is 
so much more... 

On February 19 to 27, a team of 22 
people drove out of Redeemer parking 
lot. There were 19 Redeemer students; 
Derek Bouma, Shawn Hofing, Sarah 
Vanderlaan, Melissa Maier, Anita 
Brinkman, Corrina Baljeu, Dawn Falle, 
Vanessa Guldemond, Michelle Kooy, 
Mandi Ballytyne, Kim Moesker, Phil 
Beck, Kurt Sieders, Marcel Vanlochem, 
Jody Yzerman, Matt Heinbuch, Maria 
Vanhuizen, Andrea Smeenk, and 


Rhonda Elgersma. Along with us was 
Eileen Fallon, our team expert who has 
been organizing the trip for several 
years; her son Sean Fallon; and our very 
own construction expert Jerry Ellens of 


= Ancastor. 


A 24 hour drive later, full of bath- 
room breaks, CB talking between the 
Dixie Chicks and the Timbits, trying to 
stay awake and keep track of our fear- 
less “leaders” ( as they got us lost, and 


o> 
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lost us), we finally arrived in Port 
Gibson Mississippi. This town is a 
town of hurt, poverty (Mississippi 
has the highest poverty rates in the 
US), racial tensions and injustice, 
and needs alot of care. We saw 
the garbage, the run down houses, 
and the terrible living conditions. 
When we left that town a week 
later, we saw a lot more. We saw 
people who take there time, people 
who say “hello y'all” to you on the 
street, people who despite all their 


‘hardships and poverty still smile, 
endure, and say “all | can do is 


praise the Lord!” 

During the days we would 
break off into work groups and do 
construction work at various people 
houses. We made wheelchair 
ramps, rescreened porches, made 
doors (for instructions contact 
Maria and Shawn) and sweat and 
worked hard in the southern sun! 
What is amazing is that not only 
that we have helped this people live 
a more comfortable and livable life, 
but they have a physical reminder 
of us Canadian kids who came 
down to help and’ love them! We 


had the opportunity- no honour - to 
meet incredible people. We had 
chances to talk, pray, and learn 
from these strong brothers and sis- 
ters. 

We also hosted a block party 
for the local community where we 
did drama, sang songs, played 
games and taught them the joy of 
hockey!!! The enthusiasm and love 
of the kids was so contagious that 
was hard to say goodbye to them. 

Driving home we had lots to 
reflect on. We left Mississippi with 
alot more then we started with. A 
tan, calluses showing our hard 
work, a slight southern drawl, and 
ton of challenges and memories. 
Each team member has taken with 
them so much that cannot be ex- 
pressed in words, even if they tried. 
God certainly was with us and used 
the trip to speak to the people of 
Mississippi and to us as well. 

It's been several weeks now 
since the trip. But it will never be 
forgotten. In the words of Phil 
Beck, “now when we walk down the 
halls of Redeemer, and you meet 
a fellow team member, you not only 
just say ‘hi’, but can say ‘hi’ and 
think ‘hey, I've experienced an in- 
credible week with you.” 

So in the words of our south- 
ern friends..."Hallelujah!!" @ 


adrian and wendy helleman 

“The Lord is risen! He is risen 
indeed?” This Sunday, Christians all 
over the world greet each other with 
these words. Orthodox Easter falls 
on the 11" of April, to avoid coincid- 
ing with the Jewish Passover this 
year. So only one week after Western 
Easter the drama of Holy Week here will 
culminate in the feat of Easter in the early 
hours, after a long service which begins 
Saturday evening. This is not as strange 
as it may seems, since the new days 
begins for them in the evening, as it does 
for the jews. 

At Moscow State University our 
message is based on the risen Christ, 
and we try to exemplify this for our stu- 
dents in the way we live and work. Death 
is not the end, we remind them; new life 
is given to those who believe in Christ. 
“You do not only talk, but you do things. 
Actions speak louder than words!”, one 
of our colleagues said recently. So what 
do we do? Permit us to share a few 
examples from our teaching. 

This is the second year that Adrian 
has been asked to teach the course on 
religion, and at present he is dealing with 
religious pluralism. Last year, he intro- 
duced students to the major world reli- 
gions; his current goal is to help them to 
accept people from varied religious 
backgrounds. This topic is important in 
view of the racism that is endemic here, 
also int he attitude of the Russian Or- 
thodox church to sects and cults. Plu- 
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ralism, of course, does not mean that all 
religions are the same, but that we work 
at openness to those who advocate 
other faiths. There is no other way to 
build a civil society. 

A few weeks ago we finally man- 
aged to arrange a discussion with Prof. 
Mironov, the new dean of the philoso- 
phy faculty. He was already aware of 
our work int he faculty, but our col- 
leagues, Emma, Tanya, and Genia 
came along, just to make sure that he 
would realize how much they valued our 
work. They showed him the reader on 
democracy that we helped edit, and told 
him about a dictionary project we are 
working on with them. This friendly ex- 
change was certainly a wonderful affir- 
mation for us, for our role in teaching at 
MGU, and the acceptance we have 
gained. 

Indeed, with a somewhat lighter 
teaching load this year, we are giving a 
lot of attention to various projects, es- 
pecially also the translation and editing 
of articles for an anthology in recent 
Russian philosophy that we hope to pub- 
lish. This involves us in regular meet- 
ings with graduate and undergraduate 
students who are helping us, and gives 
many wonderful opportunities to get to 
know them better and discuss significant 
issues with them. 

Both of us have taught a special 
“block” course this year at the Moscow 
Centre for Psychology and Psycho- 
therapy. In the fall, Adrian taught Theo- 


following the cloud 


| was asked to write an article on what the vision 


of a Christian university 


by robert p gagnon — 


logical Anthropology, and Wendy is just 
finishing a course in Patristics. Students 
at this school, most of whom already 
have a career, hope to become thera- 
pists, counseling people in the many 
problems they face. For Wendy the 
course presented extra challenges be- 
cause the timing coincided with a 
pinched nerve in the spine. We are es- 
pecially thankful for a good doctor who 
diagnosed it, and the physical therapist 
who allows her to get on with life again! 

In our fourth year her, we find that 
we are (slowly) getting established and 
developing contracts at other universi- 
ties. It requires a high level of trust on 
both sides. The Orthodox church is very 
wary of people from the West, but we 
explain that we want to effect a renewal 
of the minds of our students, to give them 
a vision for their tasks. During Febru- 
ary we gave a talk at the Orthodox Uni- 
versity of St. John the Divine on the role 
of prayer in the Philippine Revolution 
(1986). This was well received, and we 
hope that these students, all of whom 
were Orthodox, will be encouraged by 
the power of prayer in harsh times. 


letter 


Sorry. | know, two letters at once is a little excessive, but since the year is 

rapidly ending, | need to get this out. The course evaluations we all fill out at 

‘the end of aterm area good idea, but do they actually mean anything? If one 
vs, i d 


Anna, the teacher of Russian culture 
there, still calls us occasionally, inviting 
us to accompany them on excursions 
In early March we went to Zvenigorod, 
located about seventy kilometres west 
of Moscow, visiting one of the oldest 
Russian monasteries. What is becom- 
ing clearer to us from such visits is the 
crucial role of the monasteries, with their 
sturdy walls, in the strategic defence of 
Moscow against invaders from its earli- 
est years. Religious and political life 
have been closely intertwined from the 
very beginning of the Russian state. 

We hope that this give you some 
insights in what we do inside the class- 
room, and outside of it. Only through 
the power of the crucified and risen Lord 
are we able to carry on with our task 
here. Easter is an appropriate occasion 
to express our gratefulness for our col- 
leagues, our students, and the many 
wonderful people we meet here. So as 
we celebrate we ask you to give thanks 
with us and pray, as we face the end of 
another school year, for wisdom in de- 
cisions as to where we can best serve 
our Lord in the year ahead. @ 


should be. This was about a week ago. This weekend, my mom and | had a 
discussion about Reformed thought and how it tends to use its mind more often 
than purely following the Spirit. Both of these trends have inspired me to write the 
article you are now reading. Now, | must warn the reader that what he/she is about 
to read is going to offend some people and for some be considered “theologically 
incorrect”; however, there is a method in my madness. 

Too often we put our theology at a level where we will not learn anything from 
God. | personally believe that we can learn something from every different theol- 
ogy available. Don't misunderstand me, there is false teaching, but we must be 
able to not get so tied to our own views that we miss what God is trying to teach us. 
We often view our theology as the definitive truth, and our understanding of the 
Bible as the proper understanding of the Bible. 

| would like to propose a better way of teaching the Scriptures: allowing the 
Holy Spirit to teach us. “However, when He, the Spirit of truth has come, He will 
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak of His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come,” (John 16:13). Jesus is 
teaching here that He will send the Spirit to lead us into all truth. This is not some 
absent, in the back of the mind, idea that Jesus is proposing here, it is not a pas- 
sive thing, that as long as you're in the Bible you're OK. This is an active presence 
teaching the truth. 

So often, the church neglects, or even denies, the power of the Spirit. How- 
ever, we grieve the Holy Spirit and can blaspheme the Spirit if we do this (cf. Matt 
12:31-37). Our eyes should be on Christ at all times, especially when we are 
trying to do theology. We also need to be filled with the Spirit. The question then 
must be asked how we get filled with the Spirit and how do we continue to live in 
that Spirit. This is where some people will be offended, but please remember that 
itis more important to learn what God is trying to teach us then to make a theologi- 
cal dispute. The Bible teaches that man has a body, soul, and a spirit (cf. Matt 
6:22, Psalm 23:3, Prov. 20:27). 

These three parts of a man are all equal in importance and none are greater 
then the other. But God has an ordained order for the parts of a person just as he 
has an ordained order for the family (i.e. father as head, mother under father, 
children under mother). The order for the human body is that the body is under the 
soul and then the soul goes under the spirit and the spirit is under the Holy Spirit. 
If we stay in this alignment God can speak to us and direct us in the way He would 
have us go 

This applies to theological activities as well. When we are following the Spirit, 
God will teach us according to the Bible and thus we'll never do things that do not 
glorify Him or directly counteract the Bible. This does not mean that everything He 
does will be directly in the Bible, but nothing will deny the truth of the Bible. 

To sum up, | think the vision of a Christian and, by implication, a Christian 
university is to be filled with the Spirit and learn from every theology whether we 
agree with its language or not. 
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above: Your _ friendly 
neighbourhood crown editors and 
their arch nemesis - the crown 
computer - enjoy a small break; just 
long enough to pose for a cheasy 
“look natural” photo, courtesy of 
Amie Brisley. 


left: ‘nuff said. 


and that, as they 
say, is that. 

We're outta here!!! 
Thanks, everybody, 
for a great year. 


a little 
humour 


A lecturer teaching medicine 
was tutoring a class on “Observa- 
tion.” 

He took out a jar of yellow-coloured 
liquid. “This,” he explained, “is urine. To 
be a doctor, you have to be observant 
to colour, smell, sight, and taste.” 

After saying this, he dipped his fin- 
ger into the jar and put it into his mouth. 
His class watched on in amazement, 
most, in disgust. But being the good stu- 
dents that they were, the jar was passed, 
and one by one, they dipped one finger 
into the jar and then put it into their 
mouth 

After the last student was done, the 
lecturer shook his head. “If any of you 
had been observant, you would have 
noticed that | put my second finger into 
the jar and my third finger into my 
mouth.” 


quotes 


A woman walked into the pet store. 
“| haven't got much money,” she told the 
clerk, “so I'd like to know if you've any 
kittens you'll let go cheap.” “I'd let them, 
ma'am,” said the clerk, “but they prefer 
to go meow.” 


One Sunday morning the pastor 
noticed little Johnny was standing star- 
ing up at the large plaque that hung in 
the foyer of the church. The young man 
of seven had been staring at the plaque 
for some time, so the pastor walked up 
and stood beside him and gazing up at 
the plaque he said quietly, “Good morn- 
ing son.” “Good morning pastor’ replied 
the young man not taking his eyes off 
the plaque. “Sir, what is this?” Johnny 
asked. “Well son, these are all the 
people who have died in the service’, 
replied the pastor. Soberly, they stood 
together staring up at the large plaque. 
Little Johnny's voice barely broke the 
silence when he asked quietly, “Which 
one sir, the 8:30 or the 10:30?” 


“| know how much you all want to be like me.” Dr. Needham 


“Everyone's a moron at heart.” Steve Janssen 


“Where's that quote in the Bible about you shouldn't force feed your friends fetirkay | 
think it’s in Ephesians or something.” Jason Hon ing 


“Like, how am | supposed to know this? | wasnt i in class!” Wes ees 


“You could launch a bomb with this VCR.” Pan Van Minnen Sea a 


“How am | supposed to know the sex of my spans Mark Chaing 


“So what if | have lumps!” enge Foe rood 


“| know how to play with a chicken ”LeeAnne Wildschut (eB with confidence) 
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“His sardine is slipping right off his cracker.” Dr. Loney 


“One plus five equals six, oh yeah, and it's totally truthful.” Monica Proper 


“You only love me for my gas.” Michelle Kooy 


“I'm just not an @gg person... 
Harvey 


/ dunno... 


I'm not educated in that way.” Julie 


“There’s nothing sexy about soy-beans.” Dr. Loney 


“| live with a bunch of fourth-rate forthright people.” Jennifer McNaughton 


“Iced tea is definitely one of the four major food groups.” Karen Horlings: 


“Okay Wayne, let's make a compromise between my small one and your firehose.” 
Graham Mann (commenting on the size.of holes in milk bags) 


“The chickens need to be milked.” Dr, Loney 


‘ don't like things that change, but | don’t want to be’ stuck with one woman for the 


rest of my life.” Jeremy Heeringa 


“| can't believe you're studying for physics,” 


“It's philosophy.” 


“Whatever, same thing.” Cheryl Lapp and Chris VanMeggelen 


“| can’t stand walking in my feet!” Sandra'Van der Vinne 


Rachel Weverink: “What is that gross stuff?” 


Monica Proper: “Oh, that’s mel!!!" 


“| wouldn't even pay $250.00 to see the apostle Paul.” Dr. Payton (In reference to 


a Shania Twain Concert) 


“Alright guys, you're right, I'm feminine.” Graham Mann 


‘I've always been a browashalegs prowiee ved ee if Met ebelt Ba hi 
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lines from actual resumes 


. “| demand a salary commiserate with my extensive experience.” 

. “| have lurnt Word Perfect 6.0 computor and spreasheet progroms.” 

. “Received a plague for Salesperson of the Year.” 

. “Wholly responsible for two (2) failed financial institutions.” 

. “Reason for leaving last job: maturity leave.” 

. “Failed bar exam with relatively high grades.” 

“It's best for employers that | not work with people.” 

8. “Let's meet , so you can ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’ over my experience.” 

9. “You will want me to be Head Honcho in no time.” 

10. “Am a perfectionist and rarely if if ever forget details.” 

11. “| was working for my mom until she decided to move.” 

12. “Marital status: single. Unmarried. Unengaged. Uninvolved. No com 
mitments.” 

13. “| have an excellent track record, although | am not a horse.” 

14. “| am loyal to my employer at all costs. Please feel free to respond to 
my resume on my office voice mail.” 

15. “| have become completely paranoid, trusting completely no one and 
absolutely nothing.” 

16. “My goal is to be a meteorologist. But since | possess no training in 
meteorology, | suppose | should try stock brokerage.” 

17. “| procrastinate, especially when the task is unpleasant.” 

18. “Personal interests: donating blood. Fourteen gallons so far.” 

19. “As indicted, | have over five years of analyzing investments.” 

20. “Instrumental in ruining entire operation for a Midwest chain store.” 

21. “Note: Please don’t misconstrue my 14 jobs as ‘job-hopping’. | have 
never quit a job.” 

22. “Marital status: often. Children: various.” 

23. “Reason for leaving last job: They insisted that all employees get to 
work by 8:45 am every morning. | couldn't work under those condi 
tions.” 

24. “The company made me a scapegoat, just like my three previous em 
ployers.” 

25. “Finished eighth in my class of ten.” 

26. “References: none. I've left a path of destruction behind me.” 
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Last summer, provincial leg- 
islation passed a bill allowing Re- 
deemer College to grant Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
degrees. Until recently, Redeemer 
had been forced to make a name 
for the education it delivered. De- 
spite the excellent academic record 
and staff achievements of our uni- 
versity, it could only give Bachelor 
of Christian Studies degrees--a 
chore to explain at job interviews. 
Though the courses and teaching 
methods have not changed, now 
Redeemer grants the same de- 
grees as do all Canadian universi- 
ties. 

Now that Redeemer College 
has official degree status, it has 
come to the attention of the Admin- 
istration that the regular diploma 
does not fully cover everything that 
is taught at Redeemer College. 
The BA and BSc formally represent 
education in the arts and sciences, 
but our university offers much more 
than fits in these relatively tight defi- 
nitions. With this in mind, a new 
degree has been developed, to be 
implemented in the next academic 
year. The 1999/00 fall semester 
will be the first time Redeemer 
College offers three degrees: 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Sci- 
ence, and Bachelor of Studies. 

The Bachelor of Studies will 
cover those tidbits of learning that 
are separate from regular classes. 
Administration is confident that the 
desire for BS degrees will be high. 
They base this on the amount of 
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acceptance their agendas receive 
from the student body. After each 
open forum, without fail, students 
agreed that the amount of BS in 
the school was increasing expo- 
nentially. The BS will cover such 
subjects as internet troubleshoot- 
ing, indiscriminate tuition hiking, 
and hunter-gatherer methods of 
finding accommodation. The BS 
degree will not have any specific 
classes that need to be attended, 
but will rather consist of manda- 
tory attendance of all Board of 
Governors and Senate meetings, 
and submitting a minimum of three 
questions at every Open Forum. 
The Administration is considering 
making the BS retroactive, offer- 
ing it to students who have partici- 
pated in any of the political aspects 
of Redeemer College or have at- 
tended the school for three semes- 
ters. 

Next year, there are a pos- 
sible 250 first year students com- 
ing to Redeemer, so Administra- 


tion has the daunting task of intro- - 


ducing all of them to the chance of 
receiving official BS while they at- 
tend the school. crown staff did 
an informal poll of the student 
body, and students seem to agree 
that it will take three months be- 
fore most new students are aware 
of the possibilites of BS. In any 
case, the Bachelor of Studies de- 
gree will be a welcome and needed 
addition to the Redeemer College 
academic possibilities. 
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- Group sessions (in or out of uniform) 


- First lesson free 


| “Our experience on and off the 
court guarantees results. If you're 

we not lighter on your feet by the time 

war we're done with you, you'llget your "9% 
; money back.” 

" Jono Barnhoorn - Head Instructor 
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Redeemer Buys. 
Maple Leaf Gardens! 


After a long search, Student Life announced the solution to Redeemer 
College's housing problems on Saturday, April 17: the superdorm. 

“It took forever, but we think we have it all iced up,” said Housing Director 
Tim Zuidema. “I'm sorry. That was terrible. We've...er...purchased...um...ample 
space for the anticipated 1999-2000 first-year class. We feel we've been given 
a bargain--we had to pay only $1. Of course, we get all the debt that goes 
along with the building, but hey, with revenues from seven hundred first-years, 
and without the cost of a million per unit to build new dorms, we'll probably 
make money! Wow, | need a new car... Questions?” 

The assumption, of course, is that next year’s class will not completely fill 
the space, leaving a plethora of space for future students. 

“The emphasis is on growth,” said Eileen Fallon, Acting Dean of Stu- 
dents. “We hope to convert the seats into self-contained living cells. We do not 
want to lose the communal cooking feel, so there will be rotating meal shifts in 
the Gardens’ 24 Wiener and pretzel stands. We think nachos will be a novel 
addition to the meal plan, and leftover beer kegs will, of course, be confiscated 
by Student Life. Well, unless they hide ‘em first... Questions?” 

A helicopter is also being priced for transport; in the meantime, there will, 
of course, be a van run to ease the inconvenience of being shunted off cam- 
pus. 


“It’s more than a 
hobby--it’s a 
lifestyle choice!” 

- Colin DeRaaf 
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Mr. Twinkle Toes 1999 


professional dance instruction since 1999 


The “Redeemer System” Could Become the 
Latest Fitness Craze 


This year, large improvements 
have been made in the Athletic Depart- 
ment. In their continuing goal “to have 
the best to be the best,” Al Brown and 
Francis Manias-Jackson are constantly 
striving to improve the curriculum and 
equipment of their department. We saw 
it most visibly this year in the new 
weight room. Our old Nautilus machine 
has seen much less use since the ar- 
rival of specific training devices, like the 
pec dec, heavy row, and latpress. The 
wall between the previous weight room 


and the equipment room has been > 


knocked out, doubling the space. The 
extra room has allowed for the extra 
weight machines, as well as for more 
aerobic machines like the new statio- 
nery bikes and the cycle trac. The Ath- 
letic Department has received nothing 
but praise for this change. Students 
and staff who had previously felt 
indimidated by the old, dark weight 
room, or simply had no interest, have 
since made working out a part of their 
weekly routine. 

With this optimism in mind, it has 
been decided that a more professional 
face to the weight room would be yet 
another improvement. There will be a 
larger emphasis on health training, and 
educating students and staff on the 
benefits of aerobic and resistance train- 
ing. This year, many people have im- 
proved their physiques, and Ms. Ma- 
nias-Jackson is confident that the ben- 
efits can be felt by many more people 
in the Redeemer College community. 
She realizes that allowing everyone to 
“do their thing” in the weight room is 
not condusive to optimum physical ben- 
efits. A formal, no-nonsense training 
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method needs to be implemented so 
that the staff and students can enjoy 
maximum results with minimum time. 
To this end, Manias-Jackson has 
spent the last year in research, as well 
as meeting with some of the major 
names and labels in the bodybuilding 
business. Though it has not been 
marketed commercially yet, a new 
health program has been developed, 
available exclusively to Redeemer 


College. 

To ensure positive response to this 
program, Manias-Jackson wanted to 
use a prominent member of the com- 
munity as a test subject. She found a 
willing subject in Dr. Elaine Botha, the 
Redeemer College Vice President of 
Academics. Dr. Botha was excited 
about trying the diet and exercise plans 
Manias-Jackson had developed. The 
plan is relatively simple, but it is the 
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strict cycle of training and nutrition that 
gives it an edge over other methods 
Even “stacking,” using a variety of nu 
tritional and hormonal supplements to 
encourage muscle growth, pales in 
comparison to the Redeemer System 
(Manias-Jackson has not yet renamed 
it for commercial use). It begins with a 
rigorous three days on, one day off ex- 
ercise regiment. This has given Dr 
Botha great tone and definition. But 
the nutritional details are the real se- 
cret. The diet plan is unique: an all- 
natural array of healthy foods and 
simple supplementation. No powders 
or unnatural sources are used, as 
Manias-Jackson questions their as- 
similation properties in the body. “As 
Francis told me, some powdered 
superdrink might have 36 grams of 
protein and 3 grams of creatine, but 
that doesn’t mean that your body will 
hold onto all of it. Most of it is... re- 
leased,” said Botha in a recent inter- 
view. Some of the eating specifics that 
Botha must adhere to are massive 
amounts of rare meat and whole eggs 
for protein, first year students’ sweat 
for electrolytes (sports drinks just don't 
do the job), and “aged” Foodstore ham 
as a natural creatine source 

Botha has been on this new pro- 
gram for two months, and the change 
is phenomenal. Botha trains at early 
hours, so few people have the previlige 
of seeing her in her element in the 
weight room. She is very pleased with 
the results, and told crown that, “It is 
reassuring to know that, whenever 
Justin [Cooper, Redeemer College 
President] and | get into a heated de- 
bate, | can throw him through the wall.” 

Manias-Jackson will make this 
program available to the Redeemer 
College community, for a small fee, be- 
ginning inthe next academic year. The 
College is looking at making the pro- 
gram mandatory for all first year stu- 
dents, and including the cost in the stu- 
dents’ Technology and Fitness fees 
next year. 


'-filler-! 


iT. tt hh hh lL TT | 


_...from p 20. 


dig "he san “Got ie 
as you mayiknow. Love ‘em to bits. Ever elec 


baby heads? | recommend it highly, oh yes.” 

| pointed to the baby toy with which he was en- 
thralled. Who's it for, | wondered aloud. Is Admis- 
sions seriously toying with the idea of pitching ipfants 
on the what's up of Redeemer College? 

“Infants? Who said anything about infants?” que- 
ried Thanh. 

| reminded him of the “baby head” comment. 

“Oh, that,” he said. “Baby-head comment or no 
baby-head comment, we're not after babies.” | raised 
an inquisitive eyebrow. “Don't look at me like that. 
You need to be at least this big to be considered Re- 
deemer material” he said, holding his hand about thirty 
inches from the floor. Disappointment from every time 
| wasn't tall enough to ride the “Comet” burst from my 
pores like water. 

“Hey, watch that,” said Thanh. 
I'm playing.” 

| cornered Dory Strikwerda in her office. 

“Don't do that,” she said, “it’s very unsettling. | 
hear you've been enquiring about our new strategy.” 

| told her I'd already seen Thanh and Sid about 


“Now go away. 


it. 

“Oh. Did Sid say anything about why he giggles 
like a girl every time | go for a cup of coffee? Really 
likes pizza, that boy. He'll talk about it for hours. Any- 
how, | have to go pick up the latest batch. Let me tell 
you, pamphlets are a sight easier to sneak across 
the border. Ta!” 

| exited Dory's office; the Admissions Department 
was empty. Not asoul around. | looked at the clock: 
it said four-thirty. Ah. 

Suddenly, Tammy Dibbitts burst from her office. 
| held up the tape recorder, opened my mouth to ask, 
and realized she didn’t know | was there. She merely 
repeated the name, “Mickey” over and over again; it 
faded from the office like the sound of distant monks 
chanting. | was left with my thoughts and the smell of 
baby powder in my nose. | sniffed, and walked out. 


A generous donation of sculpture to Redeemer 
College was covertly presented on the opening night 
of Matth Cupido’s art show. Nik and Ed Buffsma, 

the creators of this piece, called The DeKlein of 
Innocence, wish to use this work as their resume in 

the hopes of securing an Artist in Residence position. 
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New study spaces 


Go te @nBuncedis. 2... 2. 


Redeemer College's Library and Information Services have 
announced an expansion of the library's study spaces. A predicted 
increase in enrollment promises to place more strain on the cramped 
spaces, and the move is directly in response to this need. “Students do 
not need to be bummed out,” says danny Eikelboom, Director of Library 
Services, “some people feel like we've been caught with our pants 
around our ankles, and we hope these expansions will wipe the slate 
clean, so to speak.” 

A study was undertaken during last semester's exams, while 
frustrated library patrons could be found sprawled everywhere, from 
sitting on the couches in the foyers to finding niches in the very bowels of 
the school. The study discovered that there was a dearth of cramming 
space at the tables and desks at the rear end of the library. “We wanted 
to flush out the problems,” said Eikelboom, “and we felt we had stalled on 
the project for long enough.” 

The administration is supportive of the project, though it found the 
cost difficult to digest at first. Ken Vis, of Redeemer's finance department 
was adamant to maintain the privacy of the project's details. In an 
interview with crown, Vis would only give vague responses. “We'll take 
the plunge on this, but if you think we're going to ‘bare-all,’ you have 
another think coming.” 

The idea met resistance in its initial stages. Though the project was 
in danger of being canned, the library staff gave it the old heave-ho and 
pushed it through. “At one point it looked as if the whole concept was 
going into the toilet. It was a real mess, | can tell you,” said Eikelboom. 
Fortunately, through the discovery of an extensive paper-trail, the project 
got moving again. Eikeiboom was straightforward. “We were very 
relieved,” she said. 
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“42 New Admissions Strategy Born 


“Oh, we'll get ‘em in..?” vows Wikkerink 


by bent vanstoobledine 


a where real | swear | smelled talcum powder... 
: ‘ ; | was investigating the strange appear- 
thinking is done ance of baby toys around Redeemer. 
pz 2 Sid Ypma proudly displayed his profi- 
ciency with the “Mickey Mouse I’m Smart Pop- 


Up Thingy.” 

“| can get four out of five now,” beamed 
Sid. “It's that darn Minnie pop-up | can't figure 
out. But! will... oh yes, | will.” Villainous laugh- 
ter rolled across the Admissions Department. 
“I'm sorry, was that out loud... ?” 

What's up with the toy? | asked him. 

“What toy? Oh, this. It’s our new bait for 
potential first years. Interested? | can get you 
one. Connections, you know.” No, thanks, | 
said. “Okay, but you're missing out. Just like 
I'm missing Minnie. Not for long, old girl, not 


pg for long.” 
| told him he was speaking aloud; he 
. looked genuinely surprised. “Oh. The baby 
toys. Well, we Admissions folks had a brain- 
storming session. Boy, you've never lived until 
you've seen Dory and Tammy at three in the 
morning surviving on caffeine and pizza. Oh 
. ; my. Anyhow, we realized that merely focus- 
ae ~* sing on high school students left out a huge 
Ree chunk of the youth population. If you figure 
that the average eighteen year-old has an av- 
erage life span of eighteen, take out the two 


buffing botha — 


years that they just can’t speak, factor in the 
P& 3 umpteen million such youth in the world, and 
— you have a grand total of...” 
= He paused. | sat at the edge of my seat-- 
a eo finally, real statistics! 
mH & “well, a whole whack of kids,” he fin- 
—< 
C i} ished. 
<3 e, | caught Thanh Campbell playing just be- 


fore knock-off time. Hey Thanh, where's the 
fire, mi compadre? 

“Babies, babies, everywhere and not a dia- 
per to change.” Enigmatic. Vague. | liked it. 
Thanh Campbell: new fatherhood status, 
snazzy and chic wardrobe, devastatingly good- 
looking, armchair philosopher, and advocate 
of Redeemer’s new admissions strategy: hit ‘em 
young. Very young. 


..continued on page 12345 
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